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Automation Newsletter

The Automation Conference featured the latest technology in material handling systems providing tours were to two plants, one large and one small, with examples of The MHS Group’s unmanned operations using RF identification and state-of-the-art data communications. Would you like to know other companies are doing to reduce cost, increase productivity, and improve customer relations? One of the best ways is to look at the companies, who have successfully implemented automated systems using the latest technology. Enclosed are a few examples for your information.

Specialty Minerals, Inc. has retained The MHS Group to design a fully automated load out system for nine weighing stations to be installed first at their plant in Lucerne, CA, then in multiple plants throughout the country. The system will use touch screen technology to communication with truck drivers and digital video technology to monitor all loading processes.

Vopak Terminal, a petro-chem distribution company in Galena Park, TX, retained The MHS Group to design and implement a warehouse management system using bar code identification for containers and a wireless RF communications network to provide real-time inventory information to their corporate headquarters and nation wide customers.
Big Island Excavating, Inc. as just installed the Portable Automated Weighing System (PAWS), a proprietary product from The MHS Group, to be used on a daily basis to process shipments and produce weigh tickets and billing records from multiple locations. The PAWS system operates on battery power and electronically collects ticket records to be downloaded to the host accounting system. In addition Big Island has 4 bar coded truck weighing systems near Naples, FL integrated to the Quick Books accounting system.

GSPC Enterprises (Gulf States Paper Company) in Birmingham, AL is implementing a pair of “Unmanned Truck Scales” designed and installed by The MHS Group in conjunction with Birmingham Toledo, Inc., a regional scale company. The system accommodates both shipping and receiving operations with vehicle drivers receiving communications from state-of-the-art large, easy to read text panels. Trucks are identified and weighed, and drivers are given instruction on proceeding in the plant. Digital video documentation is stored on the system for future proof of the transaction.
Feltes Sand & Gravel Co. installed the latest version of the MHS Group’s RFID and Weighing System at their Elburn, IL plant using the SQL database, which is more effective than the Access database used by most weighing systems. After the initial check-in of trucks, Feltes is able to handle 90% of the traffic in an unmanned mode. The next project includes a web-based customer communications system. 
The Shaw Group, a fortune 500 company with projects throughout the world, is using the new MHS Group RFID vehicle identification, tracking and management system for over 1,000 truck loads per day in constructing a 180 acre retention pond in Houston, TX. (see pictures under the Identification System section).
Sintex Minerals & Services, Inc., headquartered in Brazil, has installed the Unmanned MHS Group’s Bar Code Identification and Weighing System to weigh containers and super-sacks of oil well mud at the Port of Houston in Houston, TX.

Charleston Stone Company is a great example that you don’t need to be moving over 1,000 trucks a day to implement an automated process. They have installed an RF Identification and Weighing System that integrates with Quick Books accounting for invoicing, accounts receivable, trucker payables and general ledger.

Washington Group International headquartered in Boise, ID has installed The MHS Group’s Unmanned RF Truck Tracking System at the I-215/I-515 Interchange Project in Las Vegas, NV. What is unique about the system is that the RF identification system resides in the back of a pickup, which make it totally portable. It is used to track trucks entering and exiting the project for freight costing and material accounting.

Anchor Stone Company has been a MHS Group System user for nearly ten years. They recently upgraded their system to the latest RF Truck Identification technology. They are located in a very competitive market, where traffic flow and in-plant time issues are critical to customer service and market share. Anchor Stone identifies, weighs and tickets approximately 900 trucks per day.

Lawhon Farm Services, Inc. retained The MHS Group to design and implement a “real time” Warehouse Management System for their bagged and palletized materials. The system controls all bulk and bagged receipts and shipments. Integration to their current accounting application gives them information on what to sell based on what is contained in their seven warehouses.

Wingra Stone Company has utilized the MHS Group’s Aggregate Software Systems for over 30 years and is upgrading from an Access database to our new state of the art system using a SQL database. In addition to the Snead Identification, Weighing and Ticketing System, Wingra is also using the MHS Group’s General Accounting System with the Client/Server Systems. The Portable Automated Weighting System (PAWS) is being used in multiple locations.

The MHS Group has helped numerous materials handling and warehouse management and distribution companies implement automated systems for identification (bar code & RF), fulfillment (load out), weighing, ticketing, invoicing, accounts receivable, inventory control, accounts payable, general accounting, financial statements, mobile communications, and e-commerce.  RF and bar code identification, unmanned weighing, remote ticketing, portable weighing, integrated websites and touch screen communications are a few of the innovative ideas that have helped producers control inventory and move more trucks and rail cars through their plants efficiently.

If you already have an automated system in place, you might consider having our professional consultants review the system for efficiency, security, and cost effectiveness. As part of the process we would also review the traffic flow, data communications, equipment compliance, back-up procedures, storage and website development. 

If you’d like to see any of these systems in operation or talk with the management of the companies, who have implemented these systems, give us a call at 866.558.9909 or send an email to info@mhsgrp.com.
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